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MEMORANDUM
DATE: March 5, 2014
TO: All Members of the Delaware State Senate

and House of Representatives
. . ‘M
FROM: Ms. Daniese McMulhn—Poweerson
State Council for Persons with Disabilities

RE: H.B. 33 (Public School Alarm Systems)

The State Council for Persons with Disabilities (SCPD) has reviewed H.B. 33 which is designed
to improve school safety by requiring the installation and maintenance of an alarm system in each
public school capable of notifying law enforcement of an emergency that can be activated from at
least one location in each school.  According to the attached June 13, 2013 News Journal
article, the legislation is supported by the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security.
The Secretary noted that “many (schools) have a security system in place, which would make
installation and maintenance relatively inexpensive.” The article also describes the prime
sponsor’s observations that the alarm system could be activated based on a range of events,
including shootings, fights, and confrontations. The amendments suggest some vacillation on
whether the alarms must be silent and whether they must be directly linked to law enforcement.
H.A. 1 would allow schools to decide if alarms would be silent and directly linked to law
enforcement. H.A. 2 would require alarms to be silent but not necessarily directly linked to law
enforcement.

The fiscal note (attached) is, relatively speaking, modest. Installation would cost $110,500 to
$331,500 in State funds and monitoring is projected to annually cost public schools $79,560, i.e.,
$30/month per building times 221 buildings. This cost compares favorably with other pending
legislation (H.B. 221) which would result in retrofitting classroom doors so they are lockable
from both inside and outside the classroom. The fiscal note (attached) on that initiative is
$3,994,500, more than 10 times the cost of installation of the alarm systems.

SCPD endorses the concept of H.B. 33. The alarm system would enhance timely law
enforcement response to school emergencies.



Thank you for your consideration and please contact SCPD if you have any questions regarding
our position or observations on the proposed legislation.

cc: Mr. Darren Lester, DSHS
Mr. Brian Hartman, Esq.
Governor’s Advisory Council for Exceptional Citizens

Developmental Disabilities Council
HB 33 schoot alarms 3-5-14
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BILL: HOUSE BILL NO. 33

SPONSOR: Representative Miro ‘

AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 14 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO

DESCRIPTION:
SILENT ALARM SYSTEMS IN PUBLIC SCGHOGLS,

ASSUMPTIONS:

1. This Act requireé every public schbo! building to be equipped with an alarm syétem capable of
nolifying local law enforcement of an emergency that may be manually activated from at least

one location within the public school.

Based on the Department of Education, there are 228 public schoo! buildings through the State
{207 regular and vocational district buildings and 21 charter schools). This does not include
Pencader Charter School, which is scheduled to close at the end of the school year, Based on &
survey performed by the Department of Safety and Horneland Security, there are a total of 6
schoo! buildings that will meet the requirements of this Act. As such, there are a tofal of 221

public school buiidings Impacted by this Act,

Depending on the Infrastructure needs of the school bulldings, the estimated one-time cost per -
building to satisfy the provisions of this Act is expected to range between $500 to $1,500, which
includes labor Installation as well as the necessary hardware to install a panic button, Statewide,
the projected one-time installation costs range between $110,500 ($500 X 221 buildings) to

$331,500 ($1,500 X 221 bulldings). The Fiscal Year 2014 Budget, as written by the Joint Finance
Committee, includes $700,000 for School Safety Plans that could potentially be used as a source

of funding.

The ongoing monitoring cost of the system for the link to local law ebforcement, through a third
party vendor and using a standard telephone line, is assumed to be a local school district/charter
school expense at $360 annually per school building ($30 per month/per building). Statewide,
monthly monitoring costs are projected to impact afl distncts/charter schoofs by $79,560 in totaf

" ($360 annually/per. building X 221 buildings).

Fiscal Year 2014: $110,500 to $331,500 for installation (State)

7

$79,560 statewide monitoring costs (Local only)

Fiscal Year 2015: $79,560 statewide monitoring costs (Local only)

.Fiscal Year 2016: $79,560 statewide monitoring costs (Loca.I only)

Office of Controller General {Amounts are shown in whole dollars)

March 08, 2013
MI:M3J
0271470003
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BILL: HOUSE BILL NO, 221

SPONSOR: Representative” Jaques

DESCRIPTION: AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE 14 OF THE DELAWARE CODE RELATING TO
SCHOOL PROPERTY AND HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS.

ASSUMPTIONS:

1 This Act will require that every door Into a classroom In every public school shall be lockable from
both inside and outside of the classroom. .

2. Based upon an assessment by the Department of Educataon, there are a maximum of 12,650
doors in the school districts and 665 doors in the charter schools that may be affected by this Act.

3. The anticipated cost to purchase and Install commerclal grade, two-way locks is assumed at $300
per door given the variability in the type and age of school facilities, the cost of installation, and
the general price to purchase a lock. However, based on an assessment by the Department of

Education, the cost may vary up o $600 per door.

Fiscal Year 2014
Fiscal Year 2015
Fiscal Year 2016

Office of Controller General
January 21, 2014

MI:MJ .

0271470014

$3,994,500 ($300 per door)

$0
$0

{(Amounts are shown in whole doi!ars)
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School Safety: Finding funding to lock Delaware classrooms | The News Journal | delawa... Page 2 of 3
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Daugherly said the locks, while possibly helpful, are not essential.
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